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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1913. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Afembers  of  the  Bollington  Urban 
District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairm.\n  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  tlie  honour  to  submit  to  you,  for  your  consideration,  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Dis- 
trict for  the  past  year. 

The  Urban  District  ot  Bollington,  as  you  know,  comprizes  some 
1219  acres  and  is  situated  in  a valley  and  its  adjacent  hill  sides  on  the 
westerly  et1ge  of  the  Hast  Cheshire  range  of  hills. 

It  is  distant  about  3^  miles  in  a North-Easterly  direction  from  the 
Borough  of  Macclesfield.  It  is  also  some  11  miles  from  the  town  of 
Stockport  and  17  miles  from  the  City  of  Manchester. 

The  valley  forms  a natural  cul-de-sac  a little  off  the  Manchester  to 
Macclesfield  Main  Road. 

The  district  is  a bracing  and  healthy  one,  and  has  excellent  sites 
for  residental  property  on  its  hill  sides. 

The  Great  Central  Railway  has  a line  running  through  it,  and  up 
to  November  of  last  year  the  rteighbout hood  has  been  almost  entirely 
dependent  on  this  system  for  travelling  facilities.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  strch  facilities  have  been  of  the  most  meagre  description.  For 
marry  years,  with  the  exception  ot  one  night  in  the  week,  the  last  train 
for  Bollington  and  Macclesfield  has  left  Manchester  at  7-5  p.m.  Fur- 
ther, from  11  a.rrr.  to  4 p in.  there  is  no  direct  service  to  the  City.  Two 
trains  only  run  from  Bollington  between  these  hour.s,  and  both  necessi- 
tate a change  en  route. 
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Wliilst  many  attempts  liave  been  made  by  the  Council  to  per- 
suade tlie  Railway  [)eo[)le  to  im[)i  ove  the  service,  it  was  only  after  almost 
herculean  efforts  on  the  part  of  one  of  yourselves — Mr.  j.  \V.  I lunstone — 
that  the  extra  late  train  runnin<r  from  Manchester  on  one  idmlit  a week 

o C* 

with  a corresponding  one  to  Manchester  were  put  on. 

Such  a very  inadequate  service  has  militated  very  much  against 
the  growth  of  the  neighbourhood  as  a [dace  of  residence  for  Manchester 
business  men. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a Motor  ’bus  Service  between  Mac- 
clesfield and  Bollington  was  commenced.  From  the  increased  frequency 
in  running  of  these  vehicles  since  its  inception,  the  service  has  evident- 
ly been  a public  convenience.  The  making  of  a penny  stage  within 
the  boundaries  of  Bollington  would,  no  doubt,  ffirther  increase  its  use- 
fulness. 

There  is  however,  in  this  connection,  one  drawback  which  requires 
the  attention  of  the  Highway  Committee,  or  of  the  Motor  Company, 
or  of  both.  Something  will  have  to  be  done  to  prevent  the  annoyance 
to  pedestrians  caused  by  the  mud  which  is  thrown  up  as  these  Cars  are 
running.  The  amount  of  mud  there  is  on  the  roads  means,  one  fears, 
that  in  the  drier  weather  the  dust  nuisance  will  be  not  only  unbearable 
but  a menace  to  the  health  of  the  people  who  live  on  the  main  road 
side. 


Whilst  on  the  subject,  it  may  be  permitted  to  call  attention  also  to 
the  amount  of  heavy  motor  traffic  that  daily  passes  through  the  village. 
'I'his  traffic  has  increased  enormously  during  the  last  few  years,  and 
practically  all  of  it  is  to  and  from  Mills  and  Works  beyond  and  outside 
the  Bollington  boundaries.  In  this  way  the  main  road  of  the  village 
is  really  an  artery  used  to  a large  extent  for  the  benefit  of  the  neighbour- 
hood and  district  lying  round  the  cul-de-sac  in  which  these  Mills  and 
Works  are  situated.  So  far  as  the  rateable  value  of  these  \\’orks  are 
concerned  they  are  of  no  value  to  the  Urban  District,  yet  this  heavy 
motor  traffic  is  tearing  up  the  district’s  main  road  to  such  an  extent 
that  last  year  a i)ortion  of  it  was  required  by  the  County  Council  to  be 
[)aved  with  concrete  and  granite  setts.  Further,  an  a[)[)lication  is  to  be 
made  for  a loan  to  extend  this  system  of  paving  this  year. 

Bollington  has  always  been  known  for  the  fineness  of  it  counts  in 
cotton  s[nnning,  latterly  it  has  added  to  this  a name  for  the  vileness  of 
its  roads. 

'I'he  character  of  the  soil  and  sub-soil  varies  greatly.  Speaking 
generally  it  is  sandstone  and  clav  with  some  coal  measures. 
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Occupation  of  Inh -mutants. — The  staple  industry  of  tlie  place 
is  the  cotton  trade.  There  are  three  mills  engaged  in  Fine  Cotton 
Spinning  ami  Doubling,  one  in  Cotton  Weaving  and  another  in  Calico 
Printing.  A well-known  Paper  Staining  Firm  has  its  works  in  the 
village.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  a fair  number 
of  hands  employed  in  Fustian  Cutting  by  peojile  who  had  recently 
started  the  industry  in  the  Beehive  Mill.  This  mill  had  been  disused 
for  some  considerable  time.  However,  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
this  business,  with  its  usual  unsettledness,  declined,  and  at  the  present 
time  the  number  of  hands  employed  is  quite  small. 

At  Ingersley  Vale,  just  beyond  the  village,  is  a Calico  Bleaching 
Works  which  finds  employment  for  others. 

Outdoor  employment  is  found  in  the  neighbouring  Quarries  sit- 
uated in  Bollington  ami  Rainow,  whilst  at  Pott  Shrigley,  in  another 
direction,  are  the  Fire  Clay  W'orks  and  Coal  Pits  of  Messrs.  Hammond, 
Limited. 

These  different  occupations  w'hich  are  followed  by  the  inhabitants 
would  appear  to  be  of  a healthy  character.  Mill  life  in  a country  dis- 
trict such  as  this  is  devoid  of  a great  many  of  the  more  harmful  in- 
fluences associated  with  the  same  life  in  the  larger  cities  and  towns. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law'  Relief  distributed  in  the  district  is  not 
high,  being  ^^252  12s.  6d.  for  the  last  year. 

Hospital  and  gratuitious  Medical  Relief  are  w’ell  provided  for  at  the 
General  Infirmaiy,  Macclesfield,  and  advantage  of  this  is  taken  chiefly 
by  cases  requiring  operations  or  other  institutional  treatment. 

Vour  Medical  Officer  would  like  to  put  on  record  his  appreciation 
of  the  unfailing  kindness  of  the  Committee  and  Medical  and  Nursing 
.Staff  of  the  institution,  and  of  their  readiness  to  admit  the  cases  sent  to 
them  from  his  district. 

I'he  Macclesfield  General  Infirmary  is  a necessity  to  the  people 
of  Bollington,  to  whom  it  is  a pleasure  to  know  that  the  Institution 
had,  for  several  years,  for  its  Secretary  and  most  generous  donor,  your 
late  Chairman  of  the  Council,  Mr.  F.  F.  Grafton. 

Population  of  Distkict. — The  figures  of  the  Census  are  again 
taken  as  being  approximately  correct.  It  would  seem,  how'ever,  that 
owing  to  the  numbers  w'ho  emigrated  to  the  Colonies  last  year  and 
from  the  fact  that  there  are  more  empty  houses  in  the  village  than  there 
have  been  before,  that  the  figures  — 5225 — w'ould  be  too  high.  At  the 
same  time  it  would  be  a matter  of  impossibility  to  give  anything  like 
a correct  estimate.  The  natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths  is  not 
of  any  help  in  such  circumstances  as  these. 
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So  far  as  one  can  see  it  woiilcl  seem  that  the  tide  of  emigration 
was  at  its  height  last  year,  and  that  this  year  the  number  leaving  the 
district  for  abroad  will  be  much  fewer. 

'I'he  Census  shewed  that  there  were  1212  inhabited  houses.  In 
1911  one  house  was  built  and  in  1912  two  houses  were  built  and  in- 
habited. Last  year  six  new  houses  were  built  and  one  older  one 
divided  into  two  These  have  all  been  inhabited  during  the  year. 

A paragraph  in  your  Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1911  to  the  effect 
that  at  the  present  time  there  seems  to  be  a scarcity  of  houses  and  a 
demand  for  new  ones  has  been  the  subject  of  correspondence  between 
the  Council  and  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  latter  body  has 
written  asking  to  be  informed  of  what  steps  the  Council  are  taking  in 
the  matter. 

The  position  at  the  present  time  is,  however,  on  a different  footing 
from  that  which  obtained  in  1911. 

Owing  to  a tide  of  emigration  which  set  in  in  1912  and  continued 
in  1913,  about  30  houses — chiefly  those  of  the  working  classes — were 
rendered  vacant.  Latterly,  however,  the  number  has  been  somewhat 
reduced,  but  at  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  still  about  25  of  such 
houses  unoccupied. 

Of  this  number  about  one  quarter  were  houses  with  three  bed- 
rooms, the  remainder  having  only  two  bedrooms. 

For  the  present,  therefore,  the  housing  accommodation  would  stem 
to  be  sufficient. 

That  the  matter  has  had  the  serious  attention  of  the  Council  is 
evident  from  the  fact  that  the  Housing  Committee  has  been  for  some 
time  negotiating  for  land  and  has  authority  from  the  Council  to  obtain 
estimates  for  the  erection  of  twelve  houses,  each  to  contain  at  least 
three  bedrooms.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  the  Committee  had 
not  been  able  to  come  to  terms  with  any  of  the  landowners  they  had 
approached  on  the  subject. 

I'he  following  are  the  iiarticular.s  required  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  under  Article  V.  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regidations  1910. 

HOUSING. 

1.  Number  of  new  houses  built  during  191;5  ...  ..  ..  7 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  S.  17  .^ct  1909  ■■  496 

3.  Number  of  such  houses  considered  unfit  hrr  habitation 
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4.  Niimber  of  lepresentatioiis  made  to  Local  Authority  ...  ...None. 

5.  Number  of  closing  orders  made  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...None. 

6.  Number  of  houses  where  defects  remedied  without  closing  orders 

being  made.  Work  in  hand  but  not  completed  at  end  of  year  5 

7.  Number  of  houses  where  defects  remedied  after  closing  orders  made.  None. 

8.  Estimated  or  ascertained  number  of  houses  within  limits  of  rent  in 

S.  14  of  Act  1909  1114 

9.  Number  of  such  houses  in  respect  of  which  notice  was  served 

during  191.3 128 

10.  Number  of  such  houses  closed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  None. 

11.  Number  of  such  houses  where  Local  Authority  has  executed  necess- 

ary repairs,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None. 

12.  Approximate  number  of  back-to-back  houses  in  district  ...  ...  6 

13.  Approximate  number  of  cellar  dwellings  in  district. . . ...  ...  None, 


Almost  all  the  older  house.s  are  built  of  stone  or  stone  and  rubble- 
I'hese  have  not  a damp-proof  course  and  consequently,  in  many  cases, 
shew  signs  of  dampness.  A few  of  the  houses  have  been  built  against 
the  hill  sides  with  the  earth  at  the  back  or  at  the  back  and  sides  com- 
ing right  up  against  the  walls.  In  such  cases  dampness  is  inevitable. 
For  some  time  now  these  have  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Health 
Committee  who  have  brought  pressure  to  bear  on  the  owners  to  have 
the  earth  removed.  In  some  ca.ses  this  has  been  completed  whilst  in 
others  the  work  is  in  progress.  Cheshire  View,  Kerridge,  is  an  instance 
of  this  class  of  property.  Here  is  a row  of  houses  with  the  backs  to 
earth.  From  the  rear  of  two  of  these  the  earth  has  been  removed, 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  itimates  This  work  is  being  continued, 
.so  as  to  clear  the  rear  of  the  whole  line  of  building,  but  the  job  is  found 
to  be  a ‘ dree  ’ one. 

I'he  greater  number  of  this  older  class  of  house  contain  only  two 
bedrooms 

More  recently  built  houses  are  of  brick  alone,  or  of  brick  with 
stone  frontages  These  of  course  have  a dampproof  course  and  a layer 
of  concrete  over  tlie  earth.  They  generally  contain  three  rooms  down- 
stairs and  three  bedrooms  upstairs.  Bathrooms  are  not  yet  general. 

Plans  of  all  proposed  new  buildings  are  required  to  be  submitted 
in  duplicate  to  the  .Surveyor,  who  examines  them  and  passes  them  on 
for  approval,  if  in  accordance  with  the  byelaws,  to  the  Highwav  Com- 
mittee. If  the  plans  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  byelaws  they  are 
returned  to  the  builder  for  alteration 

'There  are  no  houses  let  in  lodgings  in  the  district. 

'The  following  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 
Act  are  in  force  in  the  district:  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  22,  23,  24,  25, 
26,  27,  30,  31,  32,  33  in  Part  II ; 34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47, 
49,  50,  51  in  Part  III  ; 52,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57.  58,  59,  60,  62,  63,  64, 
67  and  68  ; Part  VI  and  Section  95  in  Part  X. 
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Births. — There  were  104  births  registered  in  the  district  during 
the  year,  and  1 has  since  been  added  by  tlie  Registrar  General  as  be- 
longing to  the  district.  The  birtli  rate  for  tlie  year  is  thus  one  of  21 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  'I'his  is  the  highest  rate  re- 
corded since  1908  when  the  rate  was  23'4  per  1,000.  'I'he  rates  for 
the  last  5 years  are  as  follows  : — 


19  8 per  1,000 


1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 


21 


'I'he  average  rate  for  the  previous  5 years — 1908  to  1912 — is  20 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

51  of  the  births  were  males  and  53  were  females.  36  occurred  in 
each  of  the  East  and  Central  Wards  and  32  in  tlie  West  Ward. 

'Fhere  were  7 illegitimate  births.  'I'he  illegitimate  birth  rate  is 
thus  one  of  6T6  per  1000  births  registered  for  the  year. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  within  the  District 
during  the  year  was  62,  which  makes  the  death  rate  one  of  11 '8  per 
1000  of  the  estimated  population  for  the  year.  One  of  the  deaths, 
however,  was  that  of  a non-resident  and  therefore  must  be  deducted 
from  the  total.  On  the  other  hand  the  deaths  of  11  residents  which 
occurred  elsewhere  have  been  notified  by  the  Registrar  General  through 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County,  these  must  be  added  to 
the  total.  The  nett  total  therefore  of  residents  who  have  died  during 
the  year  is  72,  the  annual  death  rate  being  13'7  per  1000  of  the  popula- 
tion. 

The  corresponding  death  rate  for  the  previous  year  was  13-5  per 


1000. 


The  factor  for  the  correction  of  the  death  rate  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General  is  T0226. 

Multiplying  the  figures  13  7 by  the  factor,  the  corrected  death  rate 
works  out  at  14  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population 

Of  the  62  deaths  registered  in  the  district,  33  were  those  of  males, 
and  29  of  females. 

Fourteen  of  the  deaths  weie  those  of  infants  who  dirl  not  survive 
the  first  12  months  of  life. 
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In  1909  there  were  8 deaths  under  12  months. 


1910  „ 4 

„ 1911  „ 16 

„ 1912  „ 3 


,,  ^ fi 

,,  1913  ,,  14  ,,  ,,  ,, 


The  infantile  mortality  rates  for  these  five  years  were  as  follows 


77  per  1000  births  registered. 


1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 


On  enquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  14  infantile  deaths  the  most 
striking  fact  is  that  7,  or  exactly  one  half,  are  classified  under  the 
Registrar  General’s  heading  of  deaths  from  congenital  debility  and 
malformation  including  premature  birth. 

The  mothers  of  3 only  of  these  were  mill  workers.  Of  the  remain- 
ing 4 one  was  a charwoman,  whilst  three  did  their  own  housework 
only. 

Four  of  the  deaths  were  attributed  to  diseases  of  the  chest,  one 
being  due  to  Broncho-Pneumonia,  and  3 to  Bronchitis.  All  these 
occurred  within  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

There  was  only  one  death  attributed  to  diarrhoea  during  the  year. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year  is  thus  a high  one.  The 
figures  quoted  above  of  the  rates  for  the  past  5 years,  shew  the 
variableness  of  the  rate. 

Climatic  conditions  and  variations  have  their  effect  on  infantile 
mortality.  Four  of  the  deaths  this  year  occurring  from  chest  troubles 
in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  Otily  one  from  diarrhoea  during  the 
third  quarter. 

Occupation  of  the  mother  has  also  an  influence  on  the  development 
and  well-being  of  the  new-born  child,  though  this  is  more  pronounced 
where  food  and  imurishments  are  not  sufficient  in  quantity  nor  satis- 
factory in  quality.  On  the  other  hand  regular  occupation  if  not  of 
too  laboi'ious  a character  and  if  in  healthy  surroundings,  especially  if 
the  mother  is  well  fed,  would  not  seem  to  be  more  detrimental  titan 
housework  only. 

Proper  feeding,  clothing  and  cleansing  of  the  child’s  body  are 
essential  matters  to  its  growth  in  health  and  vigour. 
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Wholesome  surroundings  of  the  house,  a free  supply  of  fresh  air, 
not  only  without  but  within  the  house  is  all  important  to  the  well-being 
of  the  inmates.  In  this  connection  one  notes  with  regret  that  all  the 
time,  attention  and  trouble  given  to  the  question  of  getting  windows 
that  can  be  opened  put  into  the  houses  seems  to  be  so  much  time 
wasted. 


It  is  indeed  the  exception  to  find  an  open  bedroom  window  at  any 
period  of  the  year  in  the  day  time.  The  fear  of  draughts  seems  to 
have  struck  a permanent  terror  into  the  hearts  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  important  matter  of  infantile  mortality  is  kept  to  the  fore  by 
the  Council  and  the  means  adopted  to  prevent  this  as  far  as  possible 
are  the  same  as  summarised  in  previous  annual  reports. 

The  thanks  of  the  community  are  again  due  to  the  District  Nurs- 
ing Committee,  to  Nurse  Ashton,  and  to  the  three  midwives  for  their 
help  and  assistance  in  this  matter. 

.Statistics  for  the  three  Wards  are  as  follows  : — 

East  Central  \Vest 
Deaths  at  all  ages...  ...  23  23  16 

Deaths  under  12  months  ...  4 4 6 

Three  deaths  were  attributed  to  Pneumonia  and  eight  to  Bronchitis. 

Five  deaths  occurred  from  Phthisis  or  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
two  only  occurring  within  the  district  One  of  these  was  that  of  a man 
who  had  come  out  here  to  live  from  Manchester  in  an  advanced  stage 
of  the  disease 

One  death  occurred  from  Enteric  Fever  and  one  from  Diphtheria, 
both  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  one  from  W'hooping  Cough. 

Nine  deaths  occurred  from  heart  disease. 


There  were  four  deaths  attributed  to  Malignant  Disease  or  Cancer. 
Inquests  were  held  during  the  year  on  Cases  within  the  District. 


.Pall  out  of  bed  causing  rupture  to  cerehra 
vessel. 


of  truck  of  stone. 

Syncope— Senile  decay. 

.Shock  and  internal  injuries  after  motor 
accident. 

Pxhaustion  consequent  on  cold  in  chronic 
opium  subject. 


On  T.  H. 

...Male 

. .63  years. 

If.  H. 

. . Female 

. . 49  years. 

o.  n. 

. .Male 

. . 52  years. 

H.  L. 

...Male 

. . 83  years. 

T.  F. 

...Male 

. . .59  years. 

J.  H. 

...Male 

. . .77  years. 

J.  F.  G. 

. . .Female 

.31  years. 

M.  A.  F. 

. . Female 

73  years 
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Infectious  Diseases. — One  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  the 
West  Ward  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  The  diagnosis  was  verified 
by  the  Lister  Institute  of  Preventive  Medicine,  and  the  case  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  One, 
however,  was  found  afterward  not  to  be  a case  of  this  disease. 

In  the  last  month  of  the  year  three  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  noti- 
fied. One  of  them  was  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital.  The  other  two 
cases  were  verified  by  swabs  sent  to  the  Lister  Institute. 

Two  of  the  above  cases — the  Enteric  and  one  Diphtheria — died 
in  the  Hospital. 

Two  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  also  notified.  One  of 
these  was  sent  to  a Sanatorium  for  a period.  This  case  ended  fatally 
in  December  last.  Tubercular  bacilli  were  found  in  the  Sputum  of 
the  other  case  by  Dr.  Annett  at  the  Runcorn  Laboratories. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  four  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  living  within  the  district.  On  receipt  of  a notification  of 
such  a case  the  house  of  the  patient  is  visited  by  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  Enquiry  is  made  into  the  family  history,  numbers  living  in 
the  houses,  numbers  using  the  same  room  for  sleeping,  and  as  to  means 
of  ventilation,  possibility  of  room  for  providing  a shelter,  place  of  work, 
&c.  Advice  is  given  on  any  points  needed  and  the  necessity  of 
taking  all  precautions  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  to  the  other 
inmates  is  pointed  out.  This  visit  is  followed  up  from  time  to  time 
by  other  visits,  when  enquiry  is  made  as  to  the  health  of  the  other 
members  of  the  household  and  attention  is  directed  to  the  means  by 
which  care  is  taken  for  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  Council  provide  leaflets  dealing  with  the  subject,  also  expec- 
toration cups  free  of  charge. 

In  one  case  only  has  a shelter  been  found  possible  and  this  the 
patient  has  had  erected  himself.  Want  of  yard  space  has  prevented 
this  in  the  other  cases 

Spraying  of  the  rooms  with  formalide  sprays  is  done  by  the 
Nuisance  Inspector. 

Examinations  of  spiecimens,  such  as  throat  swabs,  sputum,  &c., 
are  provided  for  by  the  Council,  as  is  also  a supply  of  Antitoxin  for 
use  in  I)i[)htheria. 
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'I'he  same  arrangements  as  in  previous  years  hold  good  with  the 
Council  and  the  Borough  of  Macclesfield  for  the  reception  and  treat- 
ment of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  on  the 
Moss.  'I’here  are,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Urban  District,  two  beds  for 
cases  of  Small-pox  and  four  beds  for  other  infectious  diseases  such  as 
Enteric  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Diptheria. 

A retaining  fee  of  ;^30  per  annum  is  charged  for  the  reservation 
of  the  two  beds  in  the  Small-pox  block,  and  a further  fee  of  ;^30 
13s.  4d.  per  annum  for  the  other  four  beds  in  the  other  Wards. 

Patients  fees  for  treatment  amount  to  ;^31  8s.  Gd. 

Material  for  bacteriological  examination  is  sent  to  the  Lister 
Institute  and  to  the  Laboratories  at  Crofton  Lodge,  Runcorn.  'I’hroat 
swabs  from  four  cases  of  suspected  Diptheria  were  sent  to  the  Insti- 
tute during  the  year,  two  only  of  which  returned  a [)ositive  result. 

Sputum  from  two  cases  was  sent  to  Dr.  Annett  at  Runcorn.  In 
one  case  the  tubercular  bacilli  were  found. 

Water  Supply. — The  district  obtains  its  water  from  the  two 
boreholes  situated  at  Lowerhouse  and  Dane  Bent  in  the  neighbouring 
parish  of  Roinow. 

At  Lowerhouse  the  altitude  is  794  feet,  and  the  depth  of  the 
borehole  is  210  feet,  whilst  at  Dane  Bent  the  altitude  is  750  75  feet, 
and  the  depth  of  the  borehole  426  feel. 

A pump  was  installed  at  Dane  Bent  during  the  previous  year 
which  increased  the  supply  from  this  borehole  from  30,000  gallons  to 
90,000  gallons  a day.  This  pump  was  in  constant  use  from  July  to 
November  of  the  past  year.  After  this  extended  period  of  pumping 
it  was  found  that  the  water  overflowed  at  the  borehole  in  55  minutes 
on  ceasing  to  pump.  This  shews  that  the  supply  is  sufficient  for  the 
district  from  this  one  source  alone. 

It  was  found,  however,  that  when  the  reservoir  at  Lowerhouse  is 
low,  that  there  is  only  a limited  sujrply  of  water  to  the  houses  of  the 
district  situated  high  up.  In  order  to  give  a more  regular  su[)[)ly  to 
these,  a new  powerful  [)ump  is  to  be  installed  which  will  force  the  water 
into  the  main  and  overcome  the  head  between  the  two  supplies. 

With  the  exception  just  mentioned  the  supply  has  been  sufficient 
for  the  year’s  needs.  There  are  a few  houses  situated  too  high  up  on 
the  hill  side  or  at  too  isolated  sjrots  which  it  has  been  found  hitherto 
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impossible  to  supply  from  llie  mains,  and  whicli  are  still  dependent 
on  springs. 

'I’he  last  bacteriological  analysis  of  the  water  was  made  by 
Messrs.  Grace,  Galvert  & 'riiompson  in  1911,  when  their  report  was 
most  satisfactory.  It  is  time,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Medical  Officer, 
that  a further  analysis  be  made. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  the 
‘ flume  ’ has  been  purchased,  and  since  April  last  has  been  discon- 
tinued as  a water  course  'This  is  indeed  a great  step  forward.  For 
years  the  ‘flume’  has  been  a nuisance  in  summer  weather.  Running 
as  it  did  close  to  the  main  road  for  the  greater  part  of  its  course,  it 
called  everyones  attention  to  it,  and  in  no  uncertain  manner.  Its  dis- 
continuance is  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  things  accomplished  by 
the  Council,  from  a sanitary  point  of  view,  for  some  years  past. 

With  regard  to  the  main  stream  itself,  there  is  no  doubt  that  at 
times  effluent  or  other  waste  matter  from  the  works  on  its  banks  finds 
its  way  into  it  either  insufficiently  or  entirely  untreated.  On  such  oc- 
casions those  who  have  the  misfortune  to  live  close  to  it  have  un- 
doubted cause  for  complaint. 

Seeing  th.at  the  Council  has  put  its  own  house  in  order  by  the 
establishment  of  a satisfactory  drainage  system  and  thus  putting  an  end 
to  the  flow  of  sewage  into  the  stream,  it  is  hojied  that  the  Works 
Authorities,  who  use  it  as  a means  of  disposal  of  their  effluent,  will  do 
tiieir  share  in  the  matter  also,  by  treating  this  in  as  thorough  a manner 
as  possible  before  allowing  it  to  flow  into  the  stream. 

It  should  be  here  stated  that  the  Urban  District  Council  is  not 
the  authority  res[)onsible  for  the  guarding  against  pollution  of  the 
stream.  'I'his  matter  lies  with  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee 
and  all  complaints  as  to  pollution  should  be  sent  to  the  Inspector  of 
this  Committee. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  past  year  complaints  of  the  foul  smells 
emanating  from  the  stream  having  come  to  tlie  notice  of  your  Nuisance 
Inspector,  a visit  was  paid  by  him  in  the  company  of  your  Medical 
Officer  to  tlie  Brewery.  Here  it  was  found  that  the  system  for  treating 
the  effluent — washings  from  beer  barrels,  &c.,  was  completely  broken 
down  and  evidently  had  been  out  of  action  for  some  considerable 
time.  'The  result  of  this  was  that  the  more  fluid  effluent  had  found 
its  way  more  or  less  directly  into  the  stream,  whilst  the  more  solid 
matter  was  seen  to  have  been  tipped  on  to  the  brook-side. 
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The  attention  of  the  owner  was  called  to  this  matter.  He  ex- 
plained that  the  old  pump  became  very  easily  blocked,  and  that  a new 
one  had  been  ordered.  The  Mersey  and  Irwell  (Committee  were  also 
notified. 

At  the  same  time,  higher  up  the  course  of  the  stream,  leakage  was 
found  to  be  taking  place  from  the  outlet  to  the  tanks  connected  with 
the  system  adopted  by  the  Bleachworks  for  treating  their  effluent. 
Here  a valve  was  found  to  be  at  fault.  'I'he  owners  were  notified  and 
the  valve  put  in  order. 

The  combination  of  sour  starchy  matter  from  these  works,  and 
washings  from  beer  barrels  lower  down  would  seem  to  be  an  ideal  one 
to  give  rise  to  a serious  nuisance. 

Occasional  breakdowns  may  not  be  altogether  unavoidable.  It 
is  expected,  however,  that  the  works  people  will  see  to  the  trouble  at 
once  and  have  the  defects  remedied  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Whilst  a large  addition  has  recently  been  made  to  the  Paper 
Staining  Works  implying,  one  would  suppose,  increased  out[)ut  with 
corresponding  increase  in  waste  matter,  no  further  facilities  for  treat- 
ing this  have,  up  to  the  present,  been  installed. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  main  sewers  and  outfall  works 
have  worked  very  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  With  the  exception 
of  certain  portions  which  have  hitherto  been  found  too  inaccessible  or 
too  isolated  the  whole  district  is  sewered. 

Ci.o.SET  Accommodation. — 535  houses  are  now  suppled  with 
water-closets,  there  having  been  a further  48  fixed  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  movable  ashbins  with  covered  tops  is  now  223- 

With  regard  to  the  emptying  of  privy  middens,  one  cannot  quite 
say  that  all  cause  of  complaint  has  been  removed.  Whilst  this  relic  of 
ancient  days  is  still  permitted  it  is  impossible  not  to  give  offence  in 
their  emptying.  The  Nuisance  Inspector  does  his  best  to  get  the 
work  done  as  quickly  and  with  as  little  unpleasantness  as  is  possible. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  he  is  dependent  on  the  amount  of  ‘hustle’ 
he  can  infuse  into  the  farmers,  a class  of  men  who  are  not  noted  as  a 
rule  for  being  in  a hurry. 

There  is  no  doubt  some  ground  for  the  complaint  that  the  mid- 
dens are  left  too  long  before  emptying,  though  in  this  respect  the 
improvement  is  very  great.  When  all  is  said  and  done  it  is  an  in- 
sanitary system,  and  the  sooner  it  can  be  abolished  entirely  the  better. 
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H OUSE  Refuse  — 'I’liis  is  removed  at  re>tular  two-weekly  intervals 
by  the  Council’s  men. 


Sanitary  Inspections. — I’he  district  has  been  well  inspected 
during  the  year  and  a classified  statement  of  the  number  of  premises 
visited  and  the  results  of  these  visits  is  appended. 

Several  houses  were  visited  with  a s[)ecial  view  the  matter  of  over- 
crowding. Some  5 cases  where  it  was  deemed  there  was  overcrowding, 
were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Commitee.  In  all  but  one 
of  these  cases  the  complaint  was  brought  about  by  a lodger,  or  by  the 
fact  that  a younger  male  of  the  family  had  married  and  was  still 
living  at  their  parents,  making  in  fact  two  families  in  the  one  house 

Notice  requiring  a reduction  in  the  numbers  was  sent  to  each  of 
these  and  the  matter  was  sub  judice  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Schools. — There  are  5 public  elementary  schools  in  the  district. 
These  are  all  supplied  with  water  from  the  main  service.  Notifications 
from  the  head  master  or  mistress  of  infections  diseases  amongst  the 
scholars  are  received  weekly  by  Ihe  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
such  cases  are  followed  up  and  means  taken  for  the  prevention  of  the 
spread  of  the  disease  as  far  as  possible  taken,  eithei  by  exclusion  of 
certain  scholars  or  by  closure. 


In  this  way  the  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  : — 


Kerridge  Wesleyans. 

Church  Infants. 

St.  John’s  Mixed. 

St.  Gregory’s  Mixed. 


From  Jan.  9th  to  24th  for  Measles. 

,,  July  8th  to  25th  for  Whooping  Cough. 

,,  Nov.  4th  to  23rd  for  Mumps. 

,,  Jan.  7th  to  ITlh  for  .Measles. 

„ „ 21st  to  31st 

,,  July  8th  to  24lh  for  Whooping  Cough. 

,,  Jan.  7th  to  17th  for  .Measles. 

,,  „ 21st  to  31st 

For  2 days  at  the  end  of  the  winter  term,  on 
account  of  one  of  the  scholars  attending 
them  having  been  notified  as  suffering 
from  Diphtheria. 


The  projected  alterations  to  the  Council  School — until  recently 
Bollington  Wesleyan — had  tiot  been  begun  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  walls  and  woodwork  of  the  Bollington  St.  John’s  are  in 
urgent  need  of  distempering  and  painting. 
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M ILK  Supply. — Milk  is  sold  in  the  village  by  the  various  farmers 
of  the  district  itself  or  its  immediate  neighbourhood.  'I’he  farms 
situated  in  the  district  are  regularly  inspected  and  their  shippons  are 
required  to  be  limewashed  twice  a year  at  least.  'I’his  condition  has 
been  complied  with  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Nuisance  Inspector. 

It  is  a question  however  if  the  proper  amount  of  air  space  is  pro- 
vided in  every  shippon  in  the  district  and  on  this  point  your  Inspector 
is  taking  full  particulars. 

With  regard  to  the  keeping  of  milk  it  should  be  impressed  on  the 
farmers  that  proper  receptacles  for  this  purpose  should  be  kept  and 
used.  Open  vessels,  such  as  shallow  pans  and  steens,  are  not  satis- 
factory. Milk  cans,  with  lids,  which  can  be  thoroughly  scoured  out, 
should  be  more  frequently  used. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Medical  Officer  that  all  milk  should  be 
cooled  by  the  farmers  right  away.  I’his,  whilst  not  affecting  the 
quality  of  the  milk,  makes  for  security  against  the  growth  of  harmful 
germs  in  it  and  is  of  use  against  the  carrying  of  infection  by  the  means 
of  milk  supply. 

One  carcase  was  reported  to  the  Inspector  by  the  butcher  as  being 
suspicious,  and  on  the  report  of  a Veterinary  Surgeon  it  was  con- 
demned as  tuberculous  and  destroyed. 

'I’here  are  no  obnoxious  trades  carried  on  in  the  district. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  gen- 
erous help  and  assistance  given  to  him  with  unfailing  willingness  and 
courtesy  by  your  Nuisance  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  whose  report, 
along  with  the  usual  Table,  is  appended. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant 

D.  W.  MAIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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A carcase  of  beef  affected  by  Tuberculosis,  weighing  520R)S.  and  value  ^13,  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
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TABLE  II,— BOLLINGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1913. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED. 

rOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED 

IN  EACH  LOCAI.IIY. 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  .Ages. — V 

ears. 

V 

"P 

ct 

TOTAL  CASES 

REMOVED  TO 

At  all 
Ages. 

UndeC 

1. 

1 and 
under 

5 years 

5 and 
under 
15  yrs. 

15  and 
under 
25  yrs 

25  and! 

under 
45  yrs. 

45  and 
under 
65  yrs 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

>• 

'X. 

cZ 

W 

oi 

53 

U 

> 

V 

HOSPITAL. 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including 

1 

2 

1 

Membranous  croup) 

3 

.3 

• r • 

Erysipelas 

1 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

1 

1 

Tyhiis  fever 

1 

1 

Enteric  fever  ... 
Relapsing  fever 

1 

1 

Ciontinued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 
Cerebro-spiral  Menin- 

L. 

g'tis 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

2 

Pulmonary  'Puberculosi.' 
Other  forms  of  'J'liber- 

2 

2 

ciilosis 

Totals... 

7 

4 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

Isolation  Hospital — —Macclesfield  Isolation,  Available*  Beds  be  concurrently  treated. 


TABLE  lll.-BOLLINGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  19J3. 


Nf.TT  Dk.ATHS  at  IHK  SUBJOINED  AGES  OF  “RESIDENTS”  WHETHER  OCCURRING 
WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Ail 

Ages. 

U nder 

1 year 

1 and 
under 
'2  j ears 

2 and 
under 

5 years 

5 and 
under 
l.fi  years 

15  and 
under 

25  j ears 

25  and 
under 

45  years 

45  and 
under 

65  years 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

( Certified... 

All  causes 

73 

14 

4 

1 

3 

2 

11 

14 

24 

( Uncertified 

Enteric  Fever... 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  'Puberculosis)  ... 
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TABLE  IV.-BOLLINGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. — Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  I Year  of  age. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1913. 
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DEFECTS  FOUND  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 
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